Remarks 



Entry of the amendments, reconsideration of the application, as amended, and 
allowance of all pending claims are respectfully requested. Upon entry of the amendments, 
claims 1-3. 6-15 and 18-24 are pending. 

The above amendments are being provided in a bona fide attempt to further 
prosecution of this application, and not in acquiescence to the rejections. Support for the 
amendments may be found throughout applicants' specification including, for instance, page 
4, lines 13-18; page 143 and pages 145-148. Therefore, no new matter has been added. 

Applicants gratefully acknowledge the time afforded applicants' attorney, Blanche 
Schiller, during a telephone conference on July 28, 2009, with Examiner Chang. During the 
telephone conference, the §103 rejection of claim 1 was discussed. Examiner Chang 
indicated that dependent claim 5, rewritten in independent form, would be allowable over the 
art as cited. Without acquiescing to the rejections, applicants have amended claim 1 to 
include the features of dependent claim 5 and also dependent claim 4 on which dependent 
claim 5 is further dependent. Thus, applicants respectfully request an indication of 
allowability for independent claim 1 . 

In the Office Action dated April 1, 2009, claims 1, 7, 10-12, 14, 15 and 17 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tran et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6.658,018) in view of Chen et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,715,098); claims 2-6, 8, 9 and 13 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tran, Chen, further in view of 
Hadzic et al. (U.S. Publication No. 2004/0062278); and claims 16 and 18 arc rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tran, Chen, further in view of Freimuth et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 7,1 14,096). Applicants respectfully, but most strenuously, traverse these 
rejections to any extent deemed applicable to the amended claims. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the combination of Tran and Chen fails to 
describe, teach or suggest one or more features of applicants' claimed invention. For 
instance, the combination fails to describe, teach or suggest at least applicants' claimed 
element of wherein detection of failure occurs at said backup adapter by counting missed 
broadcasts. Further, the combination fails to describe, teach or suggest checking, in one of 
said nonmaster adapters, to see if it is designated as a slave adapter in which case missing 
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more than a predetermined number of broadcasts sets a flag in the designated slave adapter 
indicating that its time of day information is invalid. Since one or more of these features is 
not described, taught or suggested in the combination of Iran and Chen, as indicated by 
Examiner Chang, applicants respectfully request an indication of allowability for 
independent claim 1 . Further, the other cited references do not overcome the deficiencies of 
I ran and Chen. 

Independent claim 18 is also patentable over the combination of Tran and Chen. For 
instance, the combination fails to describe, teach or suggest at least applicants' claimed 
element of wherein detection of failure occurs at said backup adapter by counting missed 
broadcasts. Further, the combination fails to describe, teach or suggest checking, in one of 
the nonmaster adapters, to see if it is designated as a slave adapter in which case missing 
more than a predetermined number of broadcasts sets a flag in the designated slave adapter 
indicating that its time of day information is invalid. Since one or more of these elements is 
missing from the combination of Iran and Chen, applicants respectfully request an indication 
of allowability for independent claim 18. Further, the other cited references do not overcome 
the deficiencies of the combination. 

For at least the above reasons, applicants respectfully request an indication of 
allowability for all pending claims. 

Applicants respectfully request a telephonic interview with the Examiner at the 
time the L i in i * o insiders this Response, if the Examiner continu » to have concerns 
over the claimed invention. An Applica <r Ji it i ted Interview Request Form is included 
herewith. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Blanche E. Schiller, Esq. 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No.: 35,670 

Dated July 2009 

HESLIN ROTHENBERG FARLEY & MESITI P.C. 

5 Columbia Circle 

Albany. New York 12203-5160 

Telephone: (518)452-5600 

Facsimile: (518)452-5579 
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